


About us

We at Torn Magazine are a group of 
graduates, born and bred in 
Manchester, who have contributed our 
writing, art, sweat, tears, ideas and 
time to make this publication possible. 
We’re all friends, who met at the 
tender age of 16 in college, who share 
a love of all things creative. Below is a 
bit more about us.  

Shahina Kabir (Editor)
After completing a degree in Politics at 
‘The University of Warwick’, I went on 
to do a Masters at ‘The University of 
Manchester’, studying Human Rights 
Law/Politics. I love art that challenges 
us to think differently or allows us to 
see things from a different perspective. 
In that way, art and politics are 
interlinked. My goal is to gain 
employment and to use my skills and 
experience for good not evil! I dabble 
in poetry and film 
reviewing.

Kate Dutton (Writer)
I have got two English Literature based 
degrees under my belt, having recently 
completed my Masters at the 
University of Salford. My heart is 
always in art and my head is always in 
a book. I would like to officially class 
myself as a writer but as long as I’m 
having fun scribbling away I don’t 
mind! 

Sumi Senthi (Illustrator)
After recently completing my degree in 
Illustration with Animation, I 
currently  freelance in arts and crafts 
and spend my time making bespoke 
accessories and flogging my stuff at 
craft fairs. Examples of which can be 
found at www.sumisenthi.com

From Far Left: Kate, Shahina and Sumi

Editor’s Note

Love is all around us in this issue of Torn 
as we welcome the month that hosts 
Valentine’s Day. As we’re not the mushy 
types, there are no tacky plastic hearts or 
clichéd rhymes in sight. Instead, we have 
talented featured artists Emmeline Pidgen 
and Tom Hartley. Not to mention a 
creative writing masterpiece from Max 
Dunbar and amazing crafts from Zygote 
Gifts. Also, a review of film Blue Valentine 
from yours truly, as well as love of my life 
Kate who went to check out the 
mysteriously named Lost is Found 
exhibition. Emma’s fantastic contribution 
to Torn continues and this time she has 
returned with a great review of The Artist.

Many thanks to all of you, another issue 
packed with talent and enthusiasm!

However, we need more and we want you 
to contribute….whether this is through 
your art, reviews or even any suggestions 
on how we can improve. I’m also eager 
to collect your ideas on potential future 
themes as we in the office are stuck.

Have a fantastic February everyone, as 
it is my birthday at the end of the month, 
good wishes and gifts welcome. As for 
Valentine’s Day…. I actually couldn’t resist 
a cheesy poem! Although, I may have to 
keep working on it…
Roses are red and violets are blue
Valentines love forever, for you
But watch out for any thorn
And don’t forget to read Torn      
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A Touch of Romance with Emmeline Pidgen

Emmeline Pidgen is a twenty-three year old illustrator fighting her way through 
the freelance jungle. She has been kind enough to contribute these fantastic pieces 
which at once inspire warmth, friendship and love… perfect for this issue! Her 
artwork encapsulates a dreamy and romantic atmosphere, using climate and 
background to great effect. These three different pieces portray different aspects of 
love; the intenseness and desire of ‘Lovers’, the friendship and safety of ‘Snowglobe’, 
and the mystery and beauty of ‘Change and the moon’.  

Above: Lovers

Since graduating with an Illustration degree from University College Falmouth in 



2010, Emmeline has 
found representation 
with illustration agency, 
Advocate Art. She has 
worked with a range of 
high-end clients 
internationally and 
supported a number of 
charities by auctioning 
her illustrations. Most 
notably, Emmeline raised 
over £1000 for young 
people’s charities 
following an auction in 
Manchester of limited 
edition screen-prints. The 
illustrations sold were 
inspired by the clean-up 
efforts after the August 
2011 riots across the UK. 

Emmelines illustrated her first 
picture book, The Flyaway 
Blanket, which was released in 
November of 2011. It is a sweet 
story about letting go and the 
bond between mother and child.
Her work in The Flyaway Blanket 
was praised by Publishers Weekly:
“Pidgen’s cheerful artwork is 
reassuring, with a bright palette, 
loose, sweeping lines, and plenty 
of attention on mother-child 
tenderness, human and animal 
alike.”

You can see more of Emmeline’s 
work at:
 
www.emmelineillustration.com 

or follow her on Twitter: 
@emmelinedraws

Above: Snowglobe  
Left: Change and the Moon



Love is in the Air with Max Dunbar

For the first time in Torn, we are pleased to have some creative fictional writing on 
display in our ‘Your Art’ section! Max Dunbar has treated and teased us with this 
extract about a couple meeting face-to-face for the first time, after corresponding 
through their computers. The story seems to be set in an imagined dystopian world 
and we are left intrigued with more questions than answers.

Altitude

He hit the pub in the blaze of the early evening. His hangover had been 
exercised into submission along hills and silvery-pebbled roads of the 
smartphone GPS blue line. The pub was rural-traditional and he wore a long 
sleeved shirt.
	 A	couple	of	beers,	a	hundred	pages	or	so	of	Robert	Browning	(finally	got	
around to reading the classics, better late than never) and a steady lifting 
sensation in his head, odd and painless ricochets against the inside of his skull. 
Then I held her tight like this, and danced the metro-polka.... He got up for 
another pint. The oak and chalk seemed to beat out with a weird scrutiny. The 
thing is evil, the thing is evil, he thought, and actually whispered, banging one 
leg up and down against the golden frame that ran along the bottom of the bar.
 One pint later and ScarletNeuroses arrived. He knew it was her as soon 
as	she	walkedin	–	not	difficult,	the	only	customers	even	on	a	Friday	evening	
were old men and old couples, with only the odd group of youngsters who for 
one	reason	or	another	had	not	fled	for	the	cities.	She	conferred	with	the	barman	
and came over.
 They had met on the computer, but there was none of that initial 
awkwardness	you’d	expect	on	a	first	date	(or	should	that	be	last	date?)	no	
glaring wedge between image and preconception. And one expected people you 
meet on computers to be washed-out and pastelled mid-thirties, but 
ScarletNeuroses	couldn’t	be	more	than	twenty-five,	well	fed	and	put	together	
with shiny skin and vintage clothes. ‘In a world of impermanence and decay,’ 
she said, when he complimented her, ‘one might as well look one’s best.’
 Neither of them had had such a good and animated evening in months. 
She explained that the home crowd were fed up with supporting her. It must be 
hard for men in your position, she said. He had placed himself under house 
arrest some weeks previously and hit the online mental health fora for solace: 



then	fallen	down	a	redirection	into	the	dark	flipside	of	the	communal	net,	sites	
that actively encouraged where the crisis lines would dissuade.They stood up at 
the bell for last orders. 
 He hadn’t been in the countryside for years, and had come here via 
unauthorised leave from a job he’d never go back to, a circuitous route through 
his favourite Elsix haunts and hotels (maxing out a credit card that would never 
be repaid). Now, on the climb up the Tor in the dark, he felt unsteady, full of 
grain	and	salt.	Jo’s	flashlight	swung	and	bobbed	erratically.
 ‘I miss the cities,’ she called. ‘But the rent got too high. Had to get back. 
Don’t get me wrong, it’s fun here. But not fun enough.’
 The climb must have taken about an hour. Air braced his skin like tiny 
shards of glass. It exhausted, but it was a good exhaustion, like football or sex. 
‘Do you feel it!’ Jo cried. ‘That giddiness in your head! The altitude, man! The 
altitude!’
	 Finally	a	shadow	solidified	into	the	bulk	of	metal	and	glass.
 Jo unlocked the driver’s door. They had been over this. Everything else 
was too messy and too risky. Razors pain you, rivers are damp, acids stain you, 
drugs cause cramp...how did that one end? He saw the shadow of Jo’s back, in 
the sheath of her Berghaus, as she sorted the mechanism. She knew how to do it. 
You had to have a car, up here, she told him.The public transport is a nightmare.
 Lying down in the back they kissed for a while but there was no question 
of anything more. After a while there was an uplift, the kind of thing you get on 
the rim of sleep but no further. It went on. He drifted above the Tor. He saw the 
lights of the great cities of Yorkshire and the great cities of the North. And he 
saw cities beyond these cities: London, Amsterdam, New York. He saw cats and 
dinosaurs. He saw roads and airplanes. He saw laughter and sorrow. He saw a 
million lights, where lives existed. He saw stars, waiting to explode and make 
more lives. And he heard, just at the edge of the rim or maybe over it, a voice 
cry out: ‘No! Oh, no! Wait!’

Max has an MA in Creative Writing and is currently Reviews Editor for 3:AM 
magazine. He has written a range of fiction and non-fiction pieces. You can read 
more from him on his blog: 

http://maxdunbar.wordpress.com

 Only one more thing Max… where can we read the rest of this story?



Torn is happy to showcase these 
brilliant and intelligent craft 
pieces by Zygote Gifts, a.k.a BB. 
She makes use of common and 
seemingly mundane materials, 
like newspaper, and transforms 
them into magical design pieces. 
Asked about why she chooses to 
use newspaper yarn, BB told us 
that, “I use newspaper because I 
think it’s very symbolic. We think 
of it as black and white, but if you 
tear it up and spin it into yarn, 
subtle colours can be found in it. 
It contains stories which have 
happened to some people, been 
heard about by others, written 
about by different people and 
then read by thousands more. It 
also contains mostly bad news 
and I like to think that by 
spinning it into yarn and creating 
something beautiful, we can spin 
bad news into good.”

Handmade with Love from Zygote Gifts

Above: Newspaper Yarn   
Below: Newspaper Yarn Heart



These-love themed pieces 
fit in perfectly with our love 
brief and BB has sold 
similarly inspired designs 
for paper (first) wedding 
anniversaries, other 
anniversaries, Christmas 
and birthday gifts and of 
course for Valentine’s Day. 
BB has been asked to make 
some weird and wonderful 
things such as a giraffe, a 
musical note with the lyrics 
from a couple’s first dance 
song on their wedding day, 
pieces spun from newspa-
per from a special day, and 
a castle that was special to 
a couple. 

Above: Knitted Newspaper Yarn 
Heart

Below: Newspaper Yarn Giraffe

As for her 
favourite, BB says, 
“My favourite 
love-themed item 
that I make is the 
knitted newspaper 
yarn heart. I think 
it represents a lot 
of what love is and 
looks pretty too, 
especially with the 
little word-tags 
hanging from it.”

We couldn’t agree 
more! You can 
request, view and 
buy some of BB’s 
pieces at:

http://folksy.
com/shops/
zygotegifts  



Bold and Beautiful with Tom Hartley

Manchester based Graphic Design 
graduate Tom Hartley has shared 
these wonderful love inspired 
pieces with us. These bold yet 
beautiful images add a powerful 
dimension to this Valentine’s Day 
issue. The characters portrayed 
always look striking and strong 
but also at times thoughtful, 
focused and vulnerable. Tom 
mainly uses acrylic on canvas but 
is also fond of digital mediums. 
His inspirations include Graphic 
Design, Pop Art, Graphic novels 
and Illustration.

“With this set of images I have 
tried to explore the creative 
power of the mind and create a 
sense of freedom through image. 
At the same time each one relates 
back to love. I tend to use striking 
colours and a lot of black in my 
work as the contrast is symbolic 
of two things working against 
each other to still create one.” Above: Shipwrecked     Below: Beauty



The painting ‘Torn’ is naturally our favourite, it captures anguish whilst 
maintaining the dignity and strength of the character. When asked about the 
inspiration behind the painting, Tom explained that  “The idea was initially born 
after watching ‘Black Swan’ and seeing the classic battle between good and evil. But 
whilst painting it I realised that so often in life personalities and ideas get torn and 
that the painting could represent a number of things including love.”

You can view and purchase more of Tom’s work at:

www.artbytmh.co.uk

Top Left: Desire    Top Right: Torn     Above: Explosive



Lost is Found by Kate Dutton
Cornerhouse
Until February 19th

The phrase ‘One person’s trash is 
another person’s treasure’, seems 
an apt notion when applied to the 
exhibit Lost is Found. 

A truly Mancunian exhibition, in 
the fact that it was curated and 
created by 19 young people from 
the Greater Manchester area. 
These artists explore themes of 
fragility and identity, many 
using found materials to create 
their installations, ranging from 
coat hangers, bricks, bones and 
road signage. 

Andrea Booker’s work Spilt Milk, 
2010 uses signs and brickwork 
from demolished buildings to 
create each piece. In the piece ‘Still 
Life Remains’, 2010 , the title is 
carefully carved into the side of an 
old brick, giving the impression
that once the bricks and mortar that create living spaces have been destroyed, still, 
life remains.

Emily Speed further explores the notion of home in her work ‘egg, nest, home, 
country, universe’  2010. Here she displays egg shaped creations with doors, 
balconies and roofs attached to them. The egg takes us back to the very beginning, 
symbolising our first home. Speed connects the past to the present by creating a 
parallel between being at home in an egg, within a body, to being at home within a 
house, with a charming extension and balcony.

In the installation ‘Louisiana Blues, Anywhere’, 2010, Richard Proffitt pays 
homage to the history of the motorcycle by creating an artifact made from bits of 
bike, leather and animal skulls. He incorporates different aspects of this biker 
subculture, using each material to create a sense of what the biker identity was 
about. To look upon it reminds us of looking at an ominous relic from the past.

Although it doesn’t hold the most lovey - dovey of items, I would recommend a trip 
to see Lost is Found on Valentine’s Day. These artists truly showcase impressive 
art, using the most unlikely mediums and tools. They show that meaning, memory 
and identity can be found in the simplest of objects. Plus, it’s much more interesting 
than waiting to see if the postman brings you a Valentines card!



The Artist by Emma Ellinson

In celebration of the wonderful holiday of love that is Valentine’s day, I went to see 
The Artist, minus the boyfriend, so perhaps I wasn’t honouring the day very well! 
The Artist is a black and white, silent film. If you’re turned off by that sentence 
alone then it’s not likely I’ll be able to convince you to go and see it. If however, 
you’re open to something new/ very old then give The Artist a go.

At the centre of the film is the relationship between George Valentin and Peppy 
Miller. George Valentin is the star of silent movies and Peppy Miller is just one of 
his many fans. That is until she gets in the papers alongside her hero. After getting 
a taste for fame she begins her career in the movies. The turning point comes with 
the introduction of the ‘talkies’; films with dialogue. George sees it as nonsense but 
for Peppy it’s a career boost. The two begin to move in opposite directions. George’s 
career vanishes, his wife leaves him and he loses everything, including his pride. 
Peppy however finds stardom and becomes the studio’s favourite gal.

Ultimately, The Artist is a brave, interesting and intelligent film. My favourite 
moment being a strange dream sequence where, amazingly, there is sound. Every 
noise overlaps in a nightmarish cacophony until the moment when George wakes 
up. It’s a very clever piece of storytelling and it isn’t until the final scene when you 
are finally treated to the sound of voices. 

However, the best thing about the film are the characters themselves. Even at his 
lowest, George comes across as a genuinely decent guy, punishing only himself. And 
whilst George is at his lowest, Peppy tries her hardest to look out for him from the 
sidelines. She is the only person in the world that seems sad to see his films go. This 
definitely isn’t your typical Valentine’s RomCom. George and Peppy are never quite 
in a relationship and yet they are clearly the most special thing in each other’s lives. 
They never even make it to a kiss but these two are still a joy to watch. 

I would urge you to go 
and see The Artist and 
try not to worry about 
the fact this is a silent 
film. It’s incredible how 
quickly you get used 
to the idea. I may have 
been asked to watch 
this sort of thing for 
my media degree but 
you don’t have to be a 
film buff to enjoy it. So 
if you want to treat the 
other half to something 
truly special, take 
them to see The Artist.

Right: The Artist Film Still



Blue Valentine by Shahina Kabir

This independent romantic drama is intense, emotional and interesting; interesting 
because arguably it shows us the two most important points in a relationship…. its 
promising beginning and its self-destructive end.

Valentine’s Day can stir many different feelings from optimism and excitement to 
disgust or even apathy. Often, it also makes us reflect on all kinds of past defunct 
relationships and makes us wonder why they ended. Blue Valentine stirs these 
same feelings and questions, but if you’re looking for answers, you won’t find them 
here. Many romantic films try to find an obstacle, which the couple later overcomes. 
Blue Valentine is honest enough to admit that life is not always that simple.

It follows the love story between Dean (Ryan Gosling) and Cindy (Michelle 
Williams). Interestingly, the film cross-cuts between scenes from the past and 
present, showing the couple coming together and splitting up simultaneously. 
This duality is vital to the film and manifests itself visually, through context, and 
through character. For instance, the spontaneity of singing in the street as their 
young love blossoms is juxtaposed with the dull and dreary nature of marital 
domestic life in the present. Even the characters themselves look fatter, older and 
worse for wear in the present. 

This creates a massive gap in the middle of their love-story timeline, leaving the 
viewer to speculate and question how they got to this point. You may find clues from 
the past and the present, such as Dean’s lack of ambition and Cindy’s seedy ex- 
boyfriend. However, there is no defining event or moment that explains why the 
couple have become so distant. As a viewer, you are begging for an explanation but I 
think it is a credit to the film’s honesty and realism that we are not given one. After 
all, many relationships collapse or drift apart and there is no definitive reason why.

The film’s strengths lie both in this fascinating structure and in its characters, 
which are flawed, complex and realistic. Gosling and Williams are excellent; their 
performances are often emotionally draining and exhausting to watch. Importantly, 
no judgement is made on either of the characters so although you want to blame one 
of them for the break-up, it is difficult to do so.

Unfortunately, Blue Valentine gets off to a bit of a slow start and the monotony of 
domestic life may prove too boring for some. Also, the structure is initially a little 
confusing to follow, as the difference between past and present is not immediately 
obvious. The ending may also come across as ambiguous, disappointing and depress-
ing. Although, director Derek Cianfrance is optimistic, saying that at least the end 
marks a change in an otherwise passive relationship which suffers from a lack of 
real communication.   

Ultimately, you have to really focus and commit to this film. If you do, you will be 
rewarded with raw and complex characters, and plenty to talk about. In spite of its 
name, Blue Valentine is not one to watch on Valentine’s Day, as it is a bit too deep 
and intense for a basically shallow and lovey occasion. However, it is worth a watch 
any other time because it is intelligent and thought-provoking cinema. 



Samantha Donnelly: Contour States
Cornerhouse, Galleries 2&3
Until Sun 25th Mar

British artist Samantha Donnelly 
explores female identity and how the 
media objectifies and idealises the female 
form along with what effects this may 
have. Her work combines traditional 
media with images of everyday objects to 
create fragmented collages and
 sculptures. A promising first show, which 
explores an interesting topic for both male 
and female viewers. Visit the Cornerhouse 
website for more information: 
http://www.cornerhouse.org/art

Cotton: Global Threads
Whitworth Art Gallery 
Sat 11th Feb-Sun 13th May

An exhibition of fashion and textiles 
that delves deep into the cotton 
industry. The display takes a look at 
the history of the industry and its 
impact in several areas including 
politically, economically and 
environmentally. The show features 
seven contemporary artists, 
including Liz Rideal whose work 
illuminates the outer building during 
the hours of darkness. For more 
information visit: 
http://www.whitworth.manchester.

Two
Royal Exchange Theatre
Until Wed 25th Feb
Prices Vary

This production features two actors, 
Justin Moorhouse and Victoria Elliot, who 
bring to life 14 different characters over 
the course of the play. They begin playing 
the landlord and landlady of a northern 
pub and continue to embody the 
characters of the pub’s regulars. The 
theme throughout the play is of love and 
relationships. A lovely treat for 
valentines. For booking information visit 
the website: 
http://www.royalexchange.co.uk

¡Viva! 18th Spanish and Latin 
American Film Festival
The Cornerhouse
2nd - 18th March

Now in it’s 18th year the extremely 
popular Spanish and Latin American 
film festival showcases the best in new 
Spanish and Latin American cinema 
The festival programme also presents 
special guests and previews alongside 
an exciting array of feature films, 
documentaries, director Q&A’s and a 
new exhibition of work by Mexican 
artist Minerva Cuevas.

Under that Cloud
Manchester Art Gallery
Until 15th April

A jewellery exhibition showcasing the 
work of 18 talented international 
artists. After being stranded together 
in Mexico under a volcanic ash cloud 
the artists grabbed the opportunity to 
create work inspired by the city and 
its people. A fascinating look at a city 
through the unconventional medium 
of jewellery. More information and 
pictures on the website: http://www.
manchestergalleries.org/whats-on/




